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some announcements, Mr . President: a Reference report; Senator
Thompson , an ame n dment t o LB 6 0 8 t o b e p r i n t e d . En r o l l me n t a nd
Review reports LB 210 to Se lect File, a nd LB 111 , L B 233,
LB 233A, LB 487 as corr ectly e ngrossed. Revenue Committee
reports LB 286, L B 572, a nd LB 75 9 to Gene ral F i l e with
committee amendments attached. T hat 's all that I have. Thank
you, Mr. President. ( Legislative Journal pages 1148-1155.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. And pardon me, Senator
Mines, for my rudeness.

SENATOR MINES: My turn now, Senator Cudaback?

SENATOR CUDABACK: It's your turn.

SENATOR MINES: Th a n k y o u , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , me m b e r s. I t h i n k i t ' s
fai r t o sa y t h a t a l l o f u s i n t h i s b o d y , or t h e v a s t ma j o r i t y o f
u s i n t h i s b od y , b e l i e v e t h a t p ub l i c p ow e r u su a l l y wo r k s . And
I'm going to support Senator Preister's amendment, and it has
most o f a l l , i n my mi n d , t o do wi t h i nd emn i f i ca t zo n . I ' m a
ratepayer o f the Oma h a Pub lic Po wer Dis trict, and Senator
Vrt i s k a p u t t h i s v e r y c l e a r l y f o r me , u s i n g an a n a l og y o f h i s
farm. The example is Senator Vrtiska decides that he can no
longer operate his farm. He has mismanaged his farm. This is
with due respect, Senator Vrtiska. He has mismanaged his farm.
He has poor operating procedures and it's going down the tubes.
So Senator V r tiska hires someone to run his farm for him. A nd
t ha t ' s c e r t a i n l y f i n e , ex ce p t n ow S e n a t o r Vr t i sk a i s a sk i n g a l l
of the ne ighbors surrounding him to indemnify him in case that
new operator decides that they mismanage it as well. So if the
new manager fails in what they' re doing, all the neighbors help
and recoup the losses that this new operator may h a ve. A s a
ratepayer of OPPD, I have a problem with that. I think that the
mismanagement o f t h e Co op e r Nu c l e ar St a t i o n , t h e p o o r op e r a t i n g
procedures, are the responsibility and obligation of Nebraska
Public Power Di strict an d their board of directors and their
ratepayers. Th is is not a st ate ob ligation. This is the
Nebrask a Pu b l i c Po we r ob l i g a t i o n . I d on ' t b e l i ev e t h a t
i ndemni f i ca t i o n i s t h e r i g h t t h i ng t o d o a n d b r i ng e v e r y o n e e l se
into this problem. I think that certainly their board is g oing
t o a p p r o v e t h e i nd e m n if i c a t i o n . Ho w e l se a r e t he y g o i ng t o g e t
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